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The SBIR and STTR programs, as
they are known, are key components in
our Nation’s commitment to being a
global leader in research and develop-
ment. If we allow these programs to ex-
pire, as they are scheduled to do at the
end of this month, we will forfeit one of
the best tools we have to support inno-
vation.

Big companies do not hold a monop-
oly on big ideas. Small businesses,
however, often lack the resources nec-
essary to get a good idea off the
ground. The SBIR and STTR programs
have a long track record in helping
small businesses leverage Federal sup-
port into innovative new technologies.
Products developed with assistance
from these programs can be found in-
side everything from the B-2 bomber to
the electric toothbrush.

I am proud to say that some of these
innovations were made in my home
State of Rhode Island. Since the SBIR
and STTR programs were created,
Rhode Island companies have received
277 awards and almost $100 million in
Federal support.

One of those companies is EpiVax, a
biotech firm located in Providence.
EpiVax focuses its work in the field of
immunology and has received several
SBIR awards over the years. Its most
recent grant supports research on the
development of a type I diabetes treat-
ment. Other projects have included a
hemophilia therapy and an improved
Tuberculosis vaccine.

SEA Corp. is another Rhode Island
company that has benefited from both
SBIR and STTR grants. Located in
Middletown, SEA Corp. is a veteran-
owned engineering firm. In 2000, they
received an SBA award to develop
launch systems for the Navy. They
have taken the same kind of inflator
that is used in automobile airbags and
reconfigured it to shoot objects as
large as a 750-pound torpedo. SEA Corp.
is now adapting that technology to
launch unmanned aerial vehicles from
ships and submarines.

I am proud of these innovative Rhode
Island projects and the contributions
they have made to our country. For
Rhode Islanders, though, their most
significant impact has been in the jobs
they have helped create. EpiVax has
grown to 22 employees at their facility
in Rhode Island, and SEA Corp. em-
ploys 330. At a time when my State
continues to suffer from 11 percent un-
employment, we cannot overlook the
importance of these jobs and the role
played by the SBIR and STTR in sup-
porting them.

In Rhode Island, we have put special
emphasis on promoting the ‘‘knowledge
district” concept. Leaders like Brendan
McNally, the director of the Rhode Is-
land Center for Innovation and Entre-
preneurship, have worked to bring to-
gether early-stage ventures and to fos-
ter an environment of collaboration
and innovation. A handful of RI-CIE
businesses have received SBIR awards
and many others have expressed inter-
est in taking advantage of the grants
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to help their companies grow. If we fail
to reauthorize these programs, great
companies like EpiVax and SEA Corp.
and so many others in Rhode Island
and across the country may no longer
have the resources to devote to devel-
oping the next generation of cutting-
edge technologies and to create high-
quality jobs in those fields.

It is clear that America must renew
its commitment to being the world’s
leader in research and innovation. It is
more than just a matter of national
pride—it is an important part of cre-
ating jobs and securing our country’s
long-term economic well-being. The re-
authorization bill would strengthen the
Small Business Innovation Research
and Small Business Technology Trans-
fer programs and help preserve Amer-
ica’s position as a leader in innovation.

I was discouraged that so many of
my colleagues from the other side of
the aisle voted to block the reauthor-
ization of these vital programs. Simply
put, this should not be a partisan issue.
Given the importance of these pro-
grams to small businesses across the
country, I hope that my Republican
colleagues will come back to the table
so that we can work together to pass a
bipartisan reauthorization bill.

———

ISRAEL’S 63RD INDEPENDENCE
DAY

Mr. MORAN. Mr. President, the first
months of 2011 have been marked in the
Middle East by profound change as citi-
zens have demanded greater represen-
tation and increased accountability
from their governments. As many of
those protesting for change were beat-
en and killed in the streets, a sense of
uncertainty about the future of the re-
gion and the commitment of some of
our allies to American values was pal-
pable. Yet, during this time of revolu-
tion, there has been no doubt about the
certainty and strength of our Nation’s
alliance and friendship with Israel.

Since the United States recognized
Israel 11 minutes after its founding on
May 14, 1948, the two countries have
worked side by side to advance democ-
racy and peace.

In a region where dictators and fam-
ily rule are the norm, Israel has stood
out as a beacon for democracy—a coun-
try with an independent judicial sys-
tem and strong rule of law where citi-
zens are free to worship and speak as
they wish.

For those wanting better governance
and more rights in the Middle East,
they just have to look next door to
Israel for an example of how things
could be.

In advance of Yom Ha’atzmaut—
Israel’s Independence Day—I wish to
congratulate the citizens of Israel for
building a strong and vibrant country
despite the myriad challenges, wars
and attacks they have faced. I look for-
ward to working in the Senate to
strengthen this strategically impor-
tant relationship.
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REMEMBERING PRIMO CARNABUCI

Mr. LIEBERMAN. Mr. President,
sometime after nightfall on November
1, 1950, under the cover of a dark sky,
there was a firefight north of the town
of Unsan, in the Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea. Unsan lies in the
eastern North Pyongan province, on
the western half of the peninsula. It
sits peripheral to the Kuryong River,
which cuts a steep valley through the
land as it channels out into the Korea
Bay. Unsan also lies north of the 38th
parallel and was enemy territory for
the U.S. 8th Cavalry Regiment, 1st
Cavalry Division, which had taken up
position there just days before.

The regiment was part of a north-
ward advance toward the Sino-Korean
border, in aggressive pursuit of a weak-
ened, retreating North Korean enemy.
But as it advanced, it encountered a fe-
rocious counteroffensive lead by Chi-
nese forces, absorbing tragic casualties
at the hands of damaging defeat. As
the regiment retreated south back
across the Kuryong, it was forced to
leave behind many brothers in arms.
Almost 600 Americans fell that day,
many of whom were declared missing
in action, MIA, never to be found.

Among the regiment was Primo
Carnabuci of Essex, CT. Primo came
from a family of patriots; his two
brothers, Dominic and Louis, also
served our country in uniform. Anec-
dotes about Primo from the battlefield
paint the picture of a tenaciously cou-
rageous fighter. In one such story, out-
lined in a military document awarding
him a Distinguished Service Cross for
heroism, as reported by the Middle-
town Press, Primo was temporarily
sidelined from battle after Kkilling
three enemy soldiers and taking gre-
nade shrapnel to the face. As he was
being attended to by a medic, Primo,
according to the document, ‘‘thrust
away the aid man, picked up his rifle,
and with utter disregard for his own
safety, advanced into the fire of the
enemy machine gun with blood stream-
ing down his face.”

His brother Dominic was not sur-
prised to hear that story. And it is safe
to say that, as his regiment encoun-
tered those Chinese forces on that No-
vember night in 1950, Primo did not shy
away from danger, but rather took the
fight to the enemy, even as it over-
whelmed his regiment. He ultimately
perished in that battle and was de-
clared MIA, leaving his family back
home in Connecticut heartbroken and
unsure about where he was, and wheth-
er he was alive or dead.

Suppressed in history’s pages be-
tween the Second World War and the
Vietnam war, the Korean war is often
referred to as the ‘“Unknown War,” or
as the “Forgotten War.”” While Primo
Carnabuci’s whereabouts were un-
known to his family, he was certainly
not forgotten. Every night since then,
his brother Dominic has prayed that
his brother would be found, and re-
turned safely and soundly.

Miraculously, that prayer was an-
swered, in part, just a few months ago,
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